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Abstract Thispaper is a theorefícal descripüon of

the conception oflntemational development and the
failure ofitsfitnction duríng the past iOyeeurs. It
mentlons that the pattems ofthe oídconcepts have

to be radicalfy changed.
It highlights tile importemce ofintroducing into the
newparadigm ofdevelopment, the concept ofmoral

and spiritual valúes as botii, the vitalfoundation
and the key to global transformation whichhas to

takeplace.

Introductíon

For several decades, theories of development have

been changing. Todí^ the dramatic lesults of 30

years of development forcé us to ledefine it at a
global level and to establish new strategies for the
21stceiitiiiy.

Develtqnnent, in the past, has been almost
synoi^mous to economíc growth, but in the best
cases, the pooiest section of the pqpulation has irat
necKsarily benefited fiom the trickle down effect, in
the worst cases, the poor are poorer.

Whydo we needa new paradigm in devdopment?
Because the current trends in intemational leiations

show a sonibre futore for rich and poor countiies.

The last decade is ofien called tlm "lost decade". The

main global issues: poverty, monetaiy disoider,

mounting debts and déficits, giowing population,
unemplpyment, poUution of the environment, are all
suffering major tensions; it is dangerous enough to
continué in the same way, but it can easity worsen if
nothing is changed.

The past generation has had the technology to go
to the moon but not the means or the desire to feed

all the children of its own planet; peiliaps the worst

paradoxthat humankind has fóced?
The problem is serious, and it cannot be ignoied

much longer, luywever, new solutions are emeiging.

Global coUáboration and major transformations are
beooming visible.

A development with a human fece and with moral

and spiritual valúes, based on the dignity of the
people and not on their productivity has become
imperativo. By bringing moral valúes: compassion,
respect, consultation, justice, honesty, digni^,
gender equali^, solidarity and caie to global issues,

transformation can be achieved.

L Oíd theories

The last decade has seen a lapid advancement of

high technology, but we have not developed a
technology which would help us solve our m^or
problems. On the contiaiy, the signs of bieakdown

are piesent in the industrialised and the developing
countries. Bveiywheie, the problems are giowing
&ster than the solutions.

In the past, development has been helping the top
sectionof the population of the poor countries, those
who lealfy did not need assistance, as it is alwt^
easier to help those who can Imlp themselves. The

tax-pi^is of the donor countries have been mainly
helping the rich of the poor countries. Education
programs in developing countries have Imlped
educated people to become more educated, while the
vast majorityremained illiterate.

The polides of the oíd concepts were based on the

principies of domination, power, oppression, racial,
class or sex discrimination, extreme accumulation of

wealth veisus extreme expansión of poverty,
exploitation of lesources and lábour, greed,
competition, comiption, dictatoiship, inequality of
decisiónmakingbased on the complexof assistance
(the donor is rich and educated while the recipient is
poor and uneducated). Development has been like
having one man in a boat tiying to negotiate with
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another man drowning in the ocean, who will hav&

more power?
So, development based on these principies was

bound to fail. One of the reasons for the failure of

the prevailing 20th centuiy economic development
model has been its inability to recognize and take
into account the importance of the human valúes
that motívales much of humanity. Many developing
countries have given up a lot in terms of cultural
identity to attain Westem style development without
having made significant economic gain.

n. Poverty

While the defmitions of development were

changing, the major issues in development did not:
basic resoiuces must be available to the poorest of

the poorest, and reduction of ¡joverty must be the
priority on the development agenda. The needs of
the peor are relatively simple, probably so simple
that the rich caimot understand them. When poverty

means hunger, we are not talking of the "best" or
"even second best" but rather the most essential

means of subsistence.

Poverty is the result of inegality and injustice,
based on exploitation, unbalanced distribution of
income which has been, not only accepted, but
perpetuated and promoted along centuries. How long
can the industrialised coimtries consume the largest

part of the resources when the developing countries
count the majority of the population? How long can
we show the poor coimtries what they could do if
they were rich?

T A U L E 1

Disparity Between Rich and Poor Global Income

Disparity, 1960-1989

Percentage of Global Income

Poorest Richest Richest TO Gini

20% 20% Poorest COEFFICIENT

1960 2,S 70 2 30TO1 0.69

1970 2.3 73.9 32to1 0.71

1990 17 703 45to1 0 7»

1989 1.4 82.7 S9T01 0.87

Global Economy, 1989

(Percentage of total)

Income Trade DOMESTtC OOHESTIC

INVESTMENT SAVINOS

PooftesrzoK 1.40 0 95 1.25 0.98

Second 20% 1.85 1.35 2.62 2.53

ThiiW>20% SL30 2 53 2.92 259

Fourth 20% 11.75 13.94 12.65 13.39

RMlHE8r20% 82.70 51.23 80 66 80.61
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A person in North América consumes on average
20 times more than a person in India or in China,
and 60 times more than a person in Bangladesh
(FNUP, 1994: 6).

According to the following deñnition of
development "a positive change in the Ufe of the
bottom fifly percent of the people" (Yunus, 1992;
19) the development conducive to the elimination of
the worst aspects ofpoverty has, in the past 30 years,

ailed, and poverty is increasing everywhere, in the
developing as well as in the industrialised countries
although the latter ones thought their models were
the best and should be exponed.

Since 1960, the development has been based on

economic growth, it has ignored completely the
concept of repartition, and only rich and educated
people could benefit from the Westem model as it
was not adapted to the traditional ways of living.

In most developing countries, intemational aid
and development programs have benefíted the rich
minority, leaving the poor majority in poorest

conditions, it is called the development of the
underdevelopment. The Gross National Product

(GNP), imports, exports, investments, savings,
inírastructure, all have been misleading, and were

nothing else but an abstract concept for the poor.

The fact is that the poor are getting poorer while

the rich are getting richer, and development has not
only been unable to change this tendency, but oñen

it promotes it.

The gap between rich and poor countries is not
only considerable, but it is widening, as the

economic growth rarely fílters down to the poor
people.

Between 1960 and 1989, the countries with the

richest 20% of the world population grew 2,7 times

faster than the bottom 20%. See tables 1, 2 and 3.

If we look at the global distribution of income, it

becomes obvius that we are living in an extremely

unbalanced economy, and unjust social repartition.

In Africa, per capita electricity consumption as an
Índex for development has no meaning because the

poor people do not even consume any electricity, as
for new highways, poor people do not have cars. So

whose benefit are we serving? The majority of the

projects in the past 30 years did not even target the

poorest section of the population.
Indicators are imperfect, at best, and data uneven.

However, estimates are that about 14,5 million

Central Americans or 56 percent of the population

are poor. Of these, about 9.1 million people or 35

percent of the population are extremely poor (Aimis,
1992: 5).
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DiSPARITY BETWPEN RiCM ano PoOÍI COUNTRIÜS a NI) RtIWtEN RlCII AND POOH PtOPlf, 1988

Countries*

Per CAPnA Income Percentaoe of

.'-A: f'!-'
Richebt 20% 19,542 67.8

RichebtTOPOOREST SSTOI

* Based on averaoe nahonal per capita income

** Based on income oisTRiaiiTioNiwiTHiN countries

UNDP, 1992:38.

An increasing nunüier of people are not only peor

but also characterised a feeling of hopelessness.

Poor people are destroyed by the conviction of
uselessness and no economic growth can compénsate
for these losses of human resouices. It is imperative

lo offer the poor a visión of h(^ and to give them
back a sense of human dignity.

nL Local culture and indigenous rights

While develqnnent has been almost synoiQmious to
economic growth, the most important elements have
been forgotten: people and culture. The UN
launched (in Montreal, Cañada, in December 1988)

The World decadefor Cultural Development (1988-
1997) under the aegis of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

(UNESCO). Therefore, we are becoming more

aware of the human element in the development
equation and of people's participation in
development activitíes.

The concq)t of indigenous knowledge (local
knowledge, specific to a certain place or culture
develtqied by local people and passed down through
the sodety over generations) is becoming
recognized. Indigenous knowledge contrast with
modem, westem, intemational, scientific or

exogenous knowledge, generated through formal
education. While Intemational knowledge is

systematic, value-free and not bound to culture,
indigenous knowledge is location specific, value-
laden and closely related to local culture.

Indigenous knowledge is central to paitidpation
because people make decisions based on their own
experience. Development activities, imposed fiom
outside technology without considering local
knowledge cannot be participative. Indigenous
knowledge and sustainability are intertwined;
therefore indigenous knowledge should be used to
promote participatory development (Mundy, 1993:

3).

The only chance for the survival of mankind in
our dvilisation is for the West to give up its project

People**

Per capita INCOME Percentageof

Total Incow(US$ Billions)
m%m

Richebt TO POOREST 140to1

of cultural domination and to recognize that it can
leam as much, if not more, fiom cultures it

destit^... There are many ways to define what is
good so the West caimot claim to be the only one
who knows how to define it" (Larouche, 1986).

IV. Education

"What is education? It is the transmission of ideas

which enable people to choose between one thing

and another, or, to Uve a Ufe which is something

above meaningless trage^ or inward disgrace"
(Schumacher, 1973: 70). It also means drawing out

ddlls rather than pushing in information. For lots of
people it still means a tool for survival.

According to UN statistics there are 960 million
adults who are illiterate, 2/3 of which are women,

and 130 million children who are not enrolled in

primary school, 70% are girls.

In the past, priori^ has been given to male
education fiom the rícher section of the population,

so assistance in education was concentrated at the

higher levd, giving better and higher education to a
smaU percentageof the population, leaving the vast
majority completely illiterate.

Today, primaiy education must be given to the
majority of the population. If priority must be made,
through ladc of fimding, it should be given to girls.
Since women are overrepresented among the poor,

investing in women and young girl's education is
highly compatible with targeted approaches to
poverty reduction and wili prove to be an excellent

strategy for sustainable deveiopment in the ñiture.
For example, female education lowers fertilily and

slows population growth. Educated women desire

fewer children and are better able to have their

desired fámily size. Family plaiuiing programs
reduce fertili^ more when combined with female
education, eq)ecially in countries that have low
female secondary enrolments. There is a direct iink
betweeneducationand fertiUly, the more educationa
woman has the' less children she will have.
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In Mbrocco, the school partícipation rate of rural,
girls increase by SS peicent when the household
(male) head's educatíon increases from none to
primary level- but by 135 peicent when the (female)
spouse's educatíon changes from none to piimaiy
level (World Bank, 1994:12). In Brazil, uneducated

women have on average 6,5 diildren while educated
women have only 2,5 childien (FNUP, 1994; 4).

V. Democracy

New structures must Tq>lace the repressive
dictatorial inefifective and comipt systems of state
control.

Democra^ cannot be piescribed, dees not &11

from heaven but must be leamed over time. After

years of dictatorship and power concentration 1^
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minorities at the price of miseiy and oppression for
majorities, reintroduction of human rights are
essential for a multi-party system to flouiish
(Klee,1993:61)

This process, which only started lecently in most
African countries, is also shaking the oíd concqits of

develtqnnent. In Africa, frn instance, develqmiait
came soon afier colonialism, along with 30 years of
dictatorship. But by looking closely at both concepts,
development can easily be described as

neocolonialism.

Freedom to shape opinions and free qpeech must

be restored at all levels of the sodety. Demociatic
behaviour pattems and contenta as well as

conscicHisness must be oonv^ed and taught.
However, Westem models cannot be piessed upon
African societies. Democracy can be initiated from

ábove but it must take the time necessaiy to giow
firom below. Decentralisation is a woid;

patience, hope, £üth in the process, encouragemem
and organization will lead to success.

VL Gender equality

The economy and the labour forcé have been

dominated men in the past, while women have

always been the economic pilar of each sodety.
Equality of sex is a fundamental right necessaiy to
economic growth.

Enhancing women's partícipation in economic

development and investing in women, produce
major social letums to (tevelopment.

Since women's income-generating activities
compete with child-bearing and child care, increases
in women's formal labour forcé partícipation are
associated with lower £amily size more than

increases in men's partícipation rates. In Brazil and
Colombia,where labour forcé partícipation rates and
eamings for men and women have been converging,
theie havealso been sharp declines in fertility.

Educatíon, improved health, and access to income-

generating activities for women do much to lower
infont mortality and to improve child nutrition and
survival. Even for a poor countiy with a GDP per
capita of$ 300 U.S., a doubling of female secondary
school enrollments (from 10 peicent to 20 peicent)
would, controlling for all other fectors, reduce the
infant mortality rate from 105deathsper 1,000 live
births to 7S (World Bank, 1994:8).

Improving women's health improves the health of
children and other üamily members. For example,
about 24 million infrints are bom each year at low
birth weights, due to their mothers' malnutrition
during pregnancy, and about-5 million of these
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childien die before reaching the age of fíve (World
Bank, 1994: 8).

According to the UN Dq)artineiit of Publíc

Information Statistics, world-wide women occui^

just 3.5 peroent of all cabinet-levei position. In
developing countries this tanges firom 1.6 percent in

Asia and the Padfic to 2.5 percent in Africa and 4.0

peroent Latin América. Their rate of representation
is even lower in the key political and economic

Vn. Popnlation

The world popnlation is a^roaching 5.7 billion. By

the end of this centuiy, the total popnlation will

likely reach 6.2 billion. Eveiy year, the world's
popnlation increases by about 94 million. Most of

the world's popnlation growth, 96%, occnrs in
developing countries; over half of which is in the
Indian snb-continent and Africa, where th^ are the

least prepared to &ce the consequences of this
phenomennm on the resonrces.

The rapid popnlation growth of the past is today
stimnlating both urban esqjlosion and intemational

migration. The poverty belts are growing larger

aronnd each capital city everywheie.
Looking still ftirther ahead, by 2050 the UN's low

projection shows a woild of 7.8 billion people, and

the high projection shows a world of 12.5 billion
pe(q)le.

Popnlation growth mnst become manageablewhen
human secnríty is assured, access to employment
with adeqnate income, edncation and health.

Ptqnilation must be controUed in order to improve

the living conditions of the vast majoñty of people.

VBDL Global, human securíty

To have real secnríty, people have to feel secnre
themselves, so secnríty mnst be looked at in human
terms. The following shonld be indicators: food,
Job and income secnríty; respect for human rights;
ethnic, racial and religions tolerance; social eqnality
peace and the eliminatíon of the threat of war or
armed conflict; protection frrom crime and the threat

of violence. The UN snmmit for Social Development
(in Denmark, Match 1995) addressed each of these

Secnríty is a necessaiy condition for development
to occnr and sustainable human development is
Ksential for global human secnríty to materíalize.

Secnríty and develtqtment have nntil recently been
dealt with separately, now th^ mnst be considered
dosely related.

"Human secnríty is a child that did not die, a

disease that did not spiead, an ethiüc violence that

did not explode, a dissident who was not silenced, a
human q)irít that was not crushed. Human secnríty

is not a concern with weapons. It is a concern with
human dignity" (Mahbnb, 1994).

In the concept of the Cold War there was no w^
the concept of human rights conid be defended

intemationally. Now, there is a growing concern
about human secnríty as the Cold War is receding. It

is increasingly recognized that the conflicts of the
fiiture may be between people rather than between

nations. Thieats to global human secnríty may

emerge fiom travel of global poverty in nnpleasant
forms: dmgs, pollntion, illegal migration, tenorísm.

Soldiers in nniform are no substituto for socio-

economic processes, and mon^ spent in socio-
economic development can avoid spending money
on military intervention.

K. New strateg^es for a sustainable development

People mnst come first. The principie of Human

Centered Development mnst be adopted, whereby
the people of a society increase their personal and

institntional capacities to mobilize and manage
resonrces to produce sustainable improvements in
their qnality oflife.

- Development, if meaningfid, mnst be for people

tty people, so it mnst be evalnated in terms of
people's social, cultural, political as well as
economic rights. It can only be achieve throngh a
process of growth involving the whole popnlation.

- Strong fámilies with moral valúes are more

sustainable than economic growth, th^ will build
strong societies, rich and poor. Human resonrces are

a better investment than any other resonrces, as all
natural resonrces will be wasted if the people are not

capable of using them.
- New principiesshonld be basad on moral valúes,

human rights, edncation, discipline, self-reliance,
justice and paiticipation.

Partnership has to become, the new principie by

which we deal and colláborate with other countries.

- The concept of assistance was never eqnitable
ñor just or even human in some cases, and can never
be. We cannot assnme that what is good for the rich

must be good for the poor.
- Development must be addressed with principies

based on the dignity of human life, not on the

productivity, but on the human choices and not just
onGNP.

- A newframework fr>r global human development
beyond just aid for the poor and weak nations is
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needed as well as a real glc^ commitmeiitto peace,-
as peace is a conditíonfor sustainábledevelopment

- Educationof the female populationwill lead veiy
quickly to a steady-state of sustainable world
population. In Bangladesh, the Grameen Bank, by
encouraging self emplpyment of women is provlng

to be a self-directed and targeted poveity reduction

strategy.

- The preaníble ofthe Charter of the UN stated, SO
yeais ago, the valúes needed in order to start a New
Era in Intemational Relations "..the people of the

UN are delennined to practise toleiance, to live in

peacewith their neighbours, to empipy Intemational
machineiy for the promotion of economicand social
advancement of the people".

Conclusión

The moral valúes of our societies are disappearing
along with the decline of religious beliefs, or the
moral valúes are changing and taking new fonns
along with the new definitions of &niilies, societies

and developmentfor the 21st centuiy.
Theie will alwt^ be rich and poor people, but the

new mándate should be the elimination of extreme

wealth and extreme poverty, the gap between rich

and poor must stop growing. Development agencies

and govemments do not use the terminology of
moral valúes, but rather the terminology of the

ecoimmists or the scientists. However, moral and

spiritual valúes must fit into the new development
paradigm and development agencies must deal with
human valúes in order to become more accountable.

The issues of development are not only numerous
but th^ are linked. By addressing one of them, and
reduction of poverty must be the highest on the
agenda, several imyor issues will be addressed.

The actual situation of the world, despite the
alarming statistics, provides an historical
opportunity for women's advancement if it can forcé

a rethinking of approaches to development. hfore
women at decisión making positions will fosten the

process of peace, th^ do not want to loose their
husbands and sons in wars, it is a foct of Ufe.

Technological knowledge should be used to the
advancement of civilisation, for common interest,

Intemational peace and security and to promote

social progress for the majority. Finally, science
should be at the service of humanity and not the
other w^ around.

So what will make a break through? In the past,
people expressing opinions based on moral valúes
were considered to be naive but we must be

committed to them, as th^ are part of Ufe. Now the
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pendulum is swinging back, as every thing else is
breaking apart and there is no indication or hope,
fiom the past 30 years, to suggest that we can

alleviate poverty.

"Now indeed seems the time to get folly engaged
in one last, possibly grand, but certainly well-
thought-out effort in which all are profitably
involved, lest all should be ignominiously
consumed" (Culpepper, 1992: 42).

This is the essence of the challenge we are globaUy
facingatthethresholdQfthe21stcentury. ^
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